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trailblazing women in credit

A new credit ecosystem is taking shape, marked by the rapid rise of direct lending, innovative

partnerships, creative deal structures, and expansion into diverse subsectors. In this dynamic

landscape, these twenty-five Trailblazing Women in Credit are setting the standard for

excellence. From lenders and capital markets professionals to limited partners, capital raisers,

and other executives, they are reshaping the field with expertise and vision. Their savvy and skill

in navigating today’s complex credit markets have earned them recognition as leaders in their

respective roles. Join us in celebrating their contributions to this vital and ever-evolving industry.
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CAROLINE BENTON

New York, NY

CVC Capital Partners
Senior Managing Director, Portfolio Manager



STEFANIE BIRKMANN

New York, NY

Ropes & Gray LLP
Partner
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MARY D’SOUZA

New York, NY

Misha Investments
Chief Investment Officer
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TAMMY DAVIES

New York, NY

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Partner
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CAROLINE DEICHMANN

Charlotte, NC

Wells Fargo & Company
Managing Director
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HILARY DENGEL

New York, NY

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Partner
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ARIEL GOLDBLATT

New York, NY

StepStone Group
Partner
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MEGHAN GRAPER

New York, NY

Barclays
Managing Director, Global Co-Head of Debt Capital
Markets
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KRISTEN JONES

Minneapolis, MN

Albourne
Head of US Private Credit, Research Analyst, Partner

TOP 25 IN '25
Trailblazing Women in Credit



ELIZABETH KAHL

New York, NY

Blue Owl 
Managing Director
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EMILY KNICKEL

New York, NY

AGL CREDIT MANAGEMENT
Managing Director, Head of Private Credit Originations
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OLGA KOSTERS

New York, NY

Apollo Global Management Inc.
Managing Director
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CHRISTINA LEE

New York, NY

Oaktree
Co-Portfolio Manager, U.S. Private Debt
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JENNY LEE

New York, NY

Brigade Capital Management, LP
Co-Head, Private Credit
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SONYA LEE

New York, NY

Ares Management Corporation 
Partner
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JESSICA NELS

Chicago, IL

Churchill Asset Management 
Managing Director and Head of Capital Markets
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MARIJA PECAR

New York, NY

Paul Hastings LLP
Partner
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AMY PENN
Texas County & District Retirement
System
Managing Director, Credit & Hedge Funds

Austin, TX 
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LORI POMERANTZ

New York, NY

Partners Group
Managing Director
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NEHA SHAH

New York, NY

Houlihan Lokey
Managing Director
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IVELISSE SIMON

Los Angeles, CA

Avante Capital Partners
Managing Partner
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TINA SUO

New York, NY

New York City Comptroller Office
Head of Alternative Credit 
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MAGGIE WANG

New York, NY

Citi
Managing Director, Global Head of CLO Research and
Private Credit Strategy
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STACEY WANG

New York, NY

Blackstone
Managing Director
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ZHUOYING XU

Basking Ridge, NJ

Verizon Investment Management Corp.
(VIMCO)
Senior Investment Director 
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trailblaze together
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